
Report to: Cabinet, 14th June 2016

Report of: Councillor Geoff Williams, Cabinet Member for Economic Prosperity 
and Growth  

Subject: SPONSORSHIP OF THE WOMEN’S TOUR OF BRITAIN IN 2017

1. Recommendation

1.1 That Cabinet agree to the City Council contributing £15,000 towards the 
sponsorship of the Women’s Tour of Britain in 2017. 

2. Background

2.1 Stakeholders in Worcestershire have been approached (via the Chamber of 
Commerce)  by the organisers of the Tour of Britain with a view to a full stage (start 
and finish) of the women’s tour being held in Worcestershire in 2017.

2.2 The Women’s Tour of Britain (http://www.womenstour.co.uk/home.php ) is Britain's 
biggest women's cycling event and Britain's only international-level stage race for 
women in the UK. The following is an extract from the publicity material:

 Circa 400,000 live spectators across five day event 
 The event enjoys extensive coverage across all National press titles, including 

The Times, Telegraph, Guardian, Independent, Mirror and Observer 
 Media partnerships agreed in all regions the race visits, providing advertising 

rights and exposure for key event venues and partners 
 More than 300 media accreditations across 2015 race 
 Circa 500,000 viewers per day on ITV4 (highlights) 
 Millions of viewers across the world through international broadcast 
 300,000 unique visitors to tourofbritain.co.uk during race week 2015 
 Newsletter subscriber list of circa 50,000 and social media following of many 

more 
 Widespread coverage across cycling press pre/during/post event, including pre-

promotion supplements and coverage 
 Extensive economic impact and social /sports development benefits to host 

venues 

2.3 Worcester City hosted the start of the men’s tour in 2014 (the stage finished in 
Bristol) and an economic appraisal of that event is attached at Appendix 1. As can 
be seen on page 9 of the report, the gross expenditure impact was over £1.6m with 
an attendance of 75,000 people. The net visitor expenditure impact of the event on 
the Worcestershire economy was over £995k, resulting in an net economic benefit 
(GVA) of over £500k, equivalent to the creation of 13 (FTE) jobs. In addition to the 
financial benefits, as a measure of social impact, 56% of visitors said they were inspired to 
cycle more often.

http://www.womenstour.co.uk/home.php


3. Preferred Options 

3.1 It is proposed that for 2017, a full stage (start and finish) of the women’s event is 
held in Worcestershire (stages in 2016 are being held in Stoke-on-Trent and 
Warwickshire).  The organisers are particularly keen, based on the success of the 
men’s event in 2014, to bring the event to Worcestershire.  The county profile in 
terms of UK location, demography, topography and overall attractiveness fits the 
needs of the event extremely well.

3.2 The event will take place in June 2017 and provide a showcase for international 
competitors that have achieved medal success at the Rio Olympics. In addition, the 
women’s tour (unlike the men’s) provides the chance to develop a bespoke local 
agenda and in this case there are opportunities to develop campaigns linked to a 
number of themes including health and wellbeing, inclusion and women’s 
participation in sport.

3.3 The tour stage will start and finish in Worcestershire and stakeholders will have the 
opportunity to influence the route ensuring that the tour passes through key market 
towns and past visitor destinations and attractions.

3.4 The total cost of bringing the event to Worcestershire is £150,000 and it is proposed 
that the City Council contribute £15,000 towards this sum from the New Homes 
Bonus allocation set aside for the delivery of corporate objectives.

3.5 This initiative is aligned with our corporate objective of securing at least one 
international sporting event per annum for local residents to enjoy and to attract 
visitors to Worcester.

4. Alternative Options Considered

4.1 To do nothing would risk the opportunity of losing a major international sporting 
event that would provide significant economic and social benefit to Worcester City.

4.2 There are few, if any, alternative events that could be held in 2017 that would bring 
marketing profile and economic benefit on a par with the Women’s Tour of Britain.

5. Implications

5.1 Financial and Budgetary Implications

5.2 It is proposed that the City Council contribute £15,000 towards this sum from the 
New Homes Bonus allocation set aside for the delivery of corporate objectives.

5.3 Legal and Governance Implications

None directly arising from this report.

5.4 Risk Implications

The City and the organisers (http://www.sweetspotgroup.co.uk/home.php ) have a 
successful track record of delivering road-based racing and the event will be subject 
to the normal engagement with the Safety Advisory Group.

http://www.sweetspotgroup.co.uk/home.php


5.5 Corporate/Policy Implications

This initiative is aligned with our corporate objectives.

5.6 Equality Implications

This event will provide positive role models for girls and women to participate in 
cycling and promote the benefits of healthy activities.

5.7 Human Resources Implications

The City Council’s Local Centres and Event officer will be the lead contact.  There are 
no other HR implications.

5.8 Health and Safety Implications

None directly arising from this report.

Ward(s): All wards.
Contact Officer: Carolyn Davies, Economic Development Team Leader

Tel: 01905 722195
Email: carolyn.davies@worcester.gov.uk

Background Papers: None 
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